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SHRI DURGA CHARAN RANBIR

Shri Durga Charan Ranbir, a distinguished figure in Odissi dance, is known for his
exceptional performances and is revered as a mentor. As one of the most senior Gurus in the
field, his international recognition is a testament to his virtuosity. Over his four-decade career,
he dedicated himself to propagating this dance form, serving as a dancer, demonstrator, Guru,
and choreographer.

2. Born on 1% March, 1951 in Kamaguru, Odisha, Shri Ranbir pursued his education at
Utkal Sangeet Mohavidyalaya under the guidance of Guru Deba Prasad Das. He also received
additional lessons from Dr. Minati Mishra and Guru Pankaj Charan Das. He earned the
esteemed "Nrutyacharya" degree, facilitating his professional journey.

3. In addition to his teaching, Shri Ranbir established the Temple of Learning Nrutya'
(Nrutyayan). This institution follows the traditional Gurukul system and has expanded its
influence both nationally and internationally, with centers such as "Lotus" in the United States,
"Tarana" in Canada, and "Kalpana" in Malaysia. His students have achieved significant
recognition, attaining prestigious honors such as the State and Central Sangeet Natak Akademy
Award, the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Award, and the Mahari Award, among others. More than
120 of his students have received National Scholarships. At the same time, over 40 have been
awarded Fellowships, and more than 30 have been acknowledged as empanelled artists of the
ICCR and 10 TOP-graded artists of Doordarshan.

4. Shri Ranbir performances, workshops and training programs have spanned the globe,
taking him to diverse locations such as the USA, Japan, Australia, Venezuela, Panama, Costa
Rica, Colombia, France, China, Korea, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Hungary, Bulgaria, and
Germany. In India, he has performed both solo and in groups at major dance festivals,
including Khajuraho, Konark, Ghungroo, Nisagandhi, Surya, Natyanjali, Nataraj Mahotsav,
Haridas Sammelan, Ananya Festival, and the International Odissi Festival, and those
organized by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, the Department of Tourism & Culture of the
Government of India and various state organizations.

S. Shri Ranbir's choreographies are a testament to his profound understanding and deep
reverence for traditional dance, incorporating elements such as Sabda-Swara-Pata. His
repertoire includes over 20 Mangalacharans, 18 Pallavis and 100 Abhinayas along with notable
dance dramas like "Ramayan to Bharatiya Nari," "Navagraha to Gopinath Jagannath," "Konark
to Chandra Upasana" and "Aditya Archana." His expertise is widely recognized as a member of
selection committees for significant festivals and a jury for national scholarships.

6. Shri Ranbir has received numerous accolades, including the Odisha State Academy
Award and the Central Sangeet Natak Academy Award. He is acclaimed as a Top Grade
Choreographer by Doordarshan and an Outstanding Guru by the ICCR.
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